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Prices confirmed by Act of ParliamentI; and their wishes were met
Restoni to the extent tliat Parliament in 1665 empowered the lord
turn. mayor and aldermen of London, and the justices of the peace
in counties, " to set the rates and prices of all such coals as
shall be sold by retail as they from time to time shall judge
reasonable, allowing a competent profit to the retailer beyond
the price paid by him to the importer and the ordinary charges
thereupon accruing " 2. On the strength of this Act the local
authorities at once proceeded to fix the retail price at 303.3.
Their action provoked great excitement. The merchants
refused to sell their coal at the stipulated price : importation
from Newcastle was stopped : and over twenty coalowners on
the Tyne entered into an agreement to cease production for
shipping, alleging that their capital was exhausted 4. The
Government was forced to issue a proclamation restoring a
free market, though it tried to exempt coal already at
London 5; but the situation, aggravated by war and other
calamities, had passed beyond its control. The following
year the Hostmen again suspended production for shipping 6 ;
as a result, in the summer of 1666, less than one-third of the
usual supplies reached London: large quantities were also
destroyed in the Fire 7: and prices soared to famine heights8.
It is said that the * incredible want of coal' brought London
near to insurrection 9; and though the situation was saved
by the opportune arrival of coal ships which had escaped the
Dutch10, the shortage of coal was one of the causes of the
speedy conclusion of peace u.
The extent to which the retailers seized the opportunity
for extortion was revealed in a subsequent inquiry, which
1 State Papers Domestic, 1663-1664, p. 67 ;  1664-1665, p. 154.
*	Statutes, v. 552.
8 Per London chaldron: State Papers Domestic, 1664-1665, p~. 262
(1665). See infra, Appendix, p. 491, No. 3.
4 State Papers Domestic, 1664-1665, p. 338; Galloway, Annals of Coal
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6	State Papers Domestic, 1664-1665, pp. 359-360 (1665) ;   Tudor and
Stuart Proclamations (ed, Steele), i. No. 3417.
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8	The retail price reached £6 per London chaldron : ibid. 1667, p. 190 ;
House of Commons Journals, viii. 676.
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